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Connecting Your Family With The Latest Crandall ISD News 

Crandall ISD Receives the Texas Honors Circle Award 

for Cost-Effective Spending and High Academic Achievement 
 

A recent report released by the Texas Comptroller Susan Combs identified Crandall 
ISD as one of 46 school districts to receive ña five-star ratingò based on the Comptrol-
lerôs Financial Allocation Study for Texas (FAST). The FAST report analysis exam-
ines spending and academic achievement. 
 
Each district and campus in Texas is issued a FAST rating of ñone to five starsò based 
upon student academic performance in conjunction with financial efficiency. Districts 
that rank among the top 20 percent of all Texas school districts and reflect the highest 
relative academic achievement combined with the lowest relative spending earn a 
ñfive-star rating.ò The Texas Honors Circle Award program recognizes districts and 
schools that receive the highest marks in the FAST analysis! 
 
In addition to the recognition component of the program, the FAST report allows Tex-
as school districts to compare their performance with similar districts using data to 
evaluate a variety of indicators such as state accountability ratings, transportation 
spending, dropout rates, and math scores. 
 
Districts across the state, including Crandall ISD, have faced the difficult challenge of 
continuing to successfully educate more students with less funding. The bottom line is 
the FAST report assigned rankings to 1,237 school districts and charter schools and 
reported Crandall ISD to be in the top 4% of school districts proving that Cran-
dall ISD continues to excel academically in spite of financial challenges. According 
to Superintendent Larry Watson, ñCongratulations go to the Crandall ISD Board 
of Trustees for their relentless attention and focus on making wise financial decisions 
and to our teachers and staff for their diligence and tenacity in delivering quality in-
struction for our students!ò 

 

Crandall ISD Art Students Compete in District  
Holiday Card Contest 

Melody Drake 
Martin 

Elementary School 

District  
Winner 

Nazari Najera 
Crandall Middle 

School 

 Zoe Milligan 
Wilson Elementary 

Annette Pineda 
Walker Elementary 

CISD art students from each campus participated in the annual district wide 
holiday card contest.  The judges chose a campus winner from each campus. 
The overall winning card created by Melody Drake, a Martin Elementary 6th 

grade student, will serve as the district wide holiday card.   

Maia Pizzaro 
High School 

 
 

Campus Winners 
Martin Elementaryï Melody Drake 
Wilson Elementaryï Zoe Milligan 
Walker Elementary-Annette Pineda 
Middle Schoolï Nazari Najera 
High Schoolï Maia Pizzaro 

 

 
High School:              972.427.6150 
Middle School:   972.427.6080 
Martin Elementary:  972.427.6020 
Walker Elementary: 972.427.6030 
Wilson Elementary:  972.427.6040 
Alternative Center:   972.427.6100 



Crandall Students "FIGHT FIRE WITH HEART" 
to Raise Funds for Smithville ISD 

An oversized check for over $11,000.00 was presented 

to the principal of Smithville ISD. Crandall students 

and staff members raised money for residents in 

Bastrop County who lost their homes and belongings in 

the recent wildfires. The contributions from campuses 

are High School, $1,349.50; Alternative Center, 

$1,467.30; Middle School, $1,600.00; Martin Elemen-

tary, $2,162.67; Walker Elementary, $1,084.00; and 

Wilson Elementary, $2,475.00. Booster Club contribut-

ed $1,000.00 and other fundraising events throughout 

the district made up the difference. Good job, Pirates! 
A check was presented at a Friday night home football game to  the Smithville High School 

Principal , Jason Hewitt.  

S.T.A.R.S. Students hosted the 2nd Annual Fair  Day  for Wilson 
students. The S.T.A.R.S. hosted games, activities and face 
painting to raise funds for "Fight Fire with Heart "fundraiser. 

Wilson Elementary students raised money by hoisting pies at ñPie 
the Principal!ò Students collected funds for Smithville ISD to ñFight 

Fire with Heart.ò 

Walker Elementary 3rd grade teacher, Mr. Wilson, was the 
winner of ñKiss Percy the Python.ò  Students raised money in a 
contest to collect money for the ñFight Fire with Heartò  

campaign! 

Crandall ISD National Honor Society students host the annual blood drive to help collect 

blood and save lives! 

Left: Crandall ISD staff 

member, Rosalind 

Johnson, gives blood 

to save lives!  

 

Below: CHS Senior,  

donates blood to help 

save lives. 



Wilson Elementary 2nd  
Grade Students  
Participated in Fall  

Rotations 
 

Wilson second grade students rotat-
ed from classroom to classroom and 
worked in stations. Students partici-
pated in various activities and made 
crafts that introduced them to the 
first day of the Fall season. 

Recently the Crandall-

Combine City/School 

Library and Community 

Center Governing Board 

met to discuss  the pro-

grams, funding, and 

growing concerns at the  

Crandall-Combine City/

School Community Library. Members cultivated ide-

as to come up with fundraising opportunities to help 

support the community libraryôs summer reading pro-

gram. Each summer the community library hosts an 

array of guest speakers and storytellers for Crandall-

Combine community children. The program is free 

and invites all local children to participate. Providing 

the service helps the kids stay involved and engaged 

in literacy throughout the summer months. Due to re-

cent economic hardships, financial cutbacks from the 

county and state level have limited funding for the 

library and pose a threat to the community summer 

reading program. The Library Governing Board is 

seeking monetary donations and financial contribu-

tions from community members to help continue the 

summer reading program.  Literacy is crucial in edu-

cation and with community financial support we hope 

to  continue to encourage young readers to take an  

interest in reading. The story time events are  a great 

way of improving and gaining successful  literacy 

skills and encourage life-long learning.  To help the 

library with financial assistance please contact:  

Crandall ïCombine City/School Library &  

Community Center Governing Board Needs Your Help! 
 PLEASE HELP  
The Community 

Library  

Crandall Middle School Students Make 

Cards for Troops 

Crandall Middle School Student Council, National Junior 

Honor Society, and PALS gathered together to make 

cards for the troops as the first service project of the 

year. CMS had a total of twenty-five students attend and 

they created over thirty cards. The cards will be sent to 

overseas troops so they will be able to send a card home 

for the holidays. 

Donna Gillespie, Librarian 
972-427-6150 x5356 



Walker Elementary 

Students Engage in a 

Map Project 
 

Mrs. Kiplinger's 3rd grade 

class worked hard to cre-

ate themed treasure maps. 

Students designed three 

dimensional maps and 

wrote inter-

mediate di-

rections to 

find buried 

treasure.  
Martin Elementary Students Enjoy 

the Fabulous 50ôs 

Crandall ISD Students Participate in Farm Day! 

During lunch on Wednesday, November 16, 2011 

Crandall Middle School students raised money by 

ñPie-ing the Principalò. Dr. Murry sported a whipped 

topping smile as she graciously took pie after pie to 

the face to raise turkey bucks.  The money that was 

collected will be used to purchase Thanksgiving tur-

keys for underprivileged families in the community 

that need assistance this holiday season. The event 

was a messy success that yielded over $200 of fun!  
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Crandall Middle School  

Students Throw Pies  

for Turkey Bucks 


